
 
 

Call for papers, Third Sector Review special issue  

“Volunteering as a Subject for Research” 

Interest in research into volunteering has increased in recent times.  Debates about 

terminology, and data which are interpreted to mean that volunteering is declining, have 

coincided with increased interest in social capital and community.  Coinciding with these 

developments is also a growing understanding of, and appreciation for, the value of volunteer 

work and its changing roles in, and contributions to, societal functioning. It is in these new 

emerging and challenging contexts that a review of the state, and new directions of 

volunteering need to be examined. 

For this special edition of Third Sector Review (No. 1, 2017), to celebrate the Volunteering 

Australia 16th National Volunteering Conference to be held in Canberra in April 2016, we 

invite critically informed articles that examine volunteering as a subject for research in 

Australia, New Zealand and beyond.  

Questions that may be addressed include but are not limited to:- 

 Different cultural understandings of volunteers and volunteering, including in 

Indigenous communities 

 How volunteering has changed and the effect of that 

 Management and governance in volunteer involving organisations 

 Activities of volunteer involving organisations 

 Volunteering as key to sustainable communities 

 The relationship between volunteering and other community activities, and 

 The challenges in volunteering both formally and informally in the community 

 Voluntourism: aid and development or intercultural knowledge sharing? 

 Volunteer service learning and university student volunteering 

Articles may be framed around a particular volunteering topic, or around a particular type of 

volunteer involving organisation. We encourage both conceptual and empirical contributions, 

including comparative analyses, case study research, survey research and theoretical 

contributions. In keeping with TSR’s commitment to including voices ‘from the field’ we 

also welcome reflective contributions from practitioners.  

The edition will be edited by guest editors Dr Megan Paull, Dr Rochelle Spencer and Dr 

Martin Brueckner from the Centre for Responsible Citizenship and Sustainability at Murdoch 

University.   

Potential contributors to the special issue are invited to consider attendance at the conference 

and should visit the website at http://2016nationalvolunteeringconference.com.au/.  

(NOTE Conference Abstracts are due 24th July or contact Megan Paull on 

m.paull@murdoch.edu.au). There is a researcher forum scheduled for the final day of the 

conference.   

 

Whether or not you are attending the conference, expressions of interest for this special issue 

in the form of a 250 word abstract should be forwarded to crcs@murdoch.edu.au marked 

TSR special issue by 31st August 2015. Articles of 4,000-6,000 words will be due by May 

31st 2016.  For guidelines for contributors, please visit 

http://www.anztsr.org.au/guidelines.htm. 
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